of the papers even if it appears that they have been taken down by someone who can neither . speak nor spell in English.
I found the review of plasmapheresis in haemolytic anaemias by Brooks and his colleagues the most useful article, and that by Spiva on erythrocytapheresis in porphyria the most original, but I would advise anyone with £37 to spend on their interest in plasmapheresis to wait for a book yet to be published.
T J HAMBLIN

Senior Lecturer in Clinical Immunology
University of Southampton I believe that simply to collect the papers and abstracts given at an international congress is an unsatisfactory way to write a book and the poor nature of the result comes across in this case. Who is going to read the book? Surgeons in the field are unlikely to do so as there are much better books for the transplant surgeon who does not have an over-riding interest in vascular access and this symposium is far too specialized. Neither does it provide a good reference book for the expert since the papers emerge in a rather haphazard fashion. However, there was one excellent chapter on 'Past, Present and Future Circulatory Access' by Scribner. I do not know of any competing books on topics such as vascular haemodynamics and it may therefore be an essential purchase for the ultra-specialist in vascular access. That the kidney is a remarkable organ few would deny. That by its very nature it lends itself as a target for numerous toxic insults, as Sir Douglas Black points out in the Foreword, renders it an important subject of study in this respect. The organizers of the symposium at the University of Surrey, for which this book serves as an outlet for the papers there delivered, certainly gathered together a wide ranging body of eminent experts in this field. The result is a collection of facts readily to hand for which otherwise a diverse search would have to be conducted throughout the literature. Few toxicologists and almost no nephrologist can afford to dispense with this work. Let no mistake be made, however, for this is no literary masterpiece, in the reading of which one can relax by the fireside. It is, on the other hand, an exceptional compendium of references to which the researcher can always turn with profit. Whether, at the same time, it will be so enlightening to the clinician, is doubtful. It points the way to the problems that patients may present, without so much elucidating them. One must admit, too, upon perusing chapter after chapter, that one is left wondering how so many people manage to survive without becoming the victims of nephrotoxicity in some way or another! ROY GOULDING
R W BLAMEY
Visiting Professor in Clinical Toxicology
University of Surrey It is difficult to foresee the readership apart from the knowledgeable sources and those actually involved in development of new contraceptives. Whilst it may be of interest to family planners, health professionals, social scientists and physicians it will not improve their techniques nor help them overcome the everyday problems of choosing a suitable method for an individual patient with recognized contraindications to present methods. To state that many of the minor complaints experienced by those taking the contraceptive pill are psychosomatic and not related to the steroids in the pill is an oversimplification and one which is not universally accepted. The author appears to be unaware of the alteration in menstrual pattern or the menstrual distress which has been found to follow sterilization. These effects are very real and serious consideration needs to be given to them.
KATHARINA DALTON
Clinical Assistant, Premenstrual Syndrome Clinic University College Hospital, London
